
Namibia’s CBNRM Programme



Introduction

• Total population of 2,2 mio people on 823 
988 km2

• 150 000 households on 335 000 km2 of 
communal land (41 % of total)

• 6200 private farms on 362 000 km2 of 
commercial land (44 % of total)

• Areas under different types of protected 
area management 40% of total land area (> 
16% are CBNRM)



Historical Background of CBNRM In 
Namibia

• IRDNC activities since early 1980s
• LIFE Programme support since 1993
• MET legislation passed in 1996 (increased 

interest, demand and stakeholders)
• Formation of Namibian Association of 

Community Based Natural Resource 
Management (CBNRM) Support Organisations 
(NACSO, 1999)



Legal Basis of Conservancies

Government gazette
Of the

Republic of Namibia
N$1.20 Windhoek - 17 June 1996 No. 1333

contents
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No. 151Promulgation of Nature Conservation Amendment Act, 1996 (Act 5
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Rights granted:

* Rights of Ownership over huntable game 
* Rights to revenues from the Sale of Game or Game 

Products
* Rights to Tourism.



Namibian CBNRM Partners



Area under Communal Conservancies



Committees Representing Diverse Communities

>60 Communities mobilized into 
representative governance bodies



Wildlife Populations & Trends in North-West Namibia

Estimated 2002 increase in asset value of 
plains game: N$21,000,000



Namibia National CBNRM Programme 2009 - Benefits
The total value of income each year to conservancies and other 

CBNRM activities not related to conservancies.



The main sources of incomes to households during 2009. Conservancy 
management embraces all conservancy jobs such as game guards, resour
monitors and managers. Individual benefits from joint-venture tourism
also come largely in the
form of direct employment.



Conservancy Support Activities

• Development of Conservancy 
Management and Monitoring Systems

• Training
• Tourism Development & Promotion

• Marketing & Harvesting of Veldt Products

• Reintroduction & Sale of Game

• Marketing of Trophy Hunting

• Advocacy on Conservation Policies/Legislation



Development of Conservancy Management
& Monitoring Systems



Estimates of economic investment 
costs and economic benefits in term 
of national income over 19 years of 
CBNRM programme mplementation.



• Inadequate capacity in CBNRM support organisations
(NGO and government) to meet the ever-increasing 
training/support needs

• Need for Improved Conservancy Management to promote 
effective, integrated management of the full suite of natural 
resources found within the conservancy.

• Address the risks of increased conflict between different 
forms of wildlife use (photographic tourism and hunting), 
increased human wildlife conflicts and poaching (Rhino)

• Inadequate Integration and Policy Harmonisation, 
insufficient recognition of the conservancy movement by 
some ministries remains an impediment to the long-term 
sustainability of conservancies.

Challenges for The Conservancy Program 



Challenges for The Conservancy Program (cont.) 

• Private sector engagement in the CBNRM programme, 
especially in conservancies, needs to be promoted and 
strengthened.

• strong need for conservancies to diversify income 
generation.

• Conservancies need to become more business oriented in the 
management of their enterprises and resources.

• Financial governance, conservancies often use a 
disproportionate amount of cash income to cover operational 
and staff costs, while a number of conservancies have not been 
able to fully account for their income to their members.



Conclusion

The Beginning

Success Through CBNRM Is A Long Road!
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