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Recommendations on the Focus of Future CBTF Activities for Pacific Island Countries

Participants in the workshop discussed the possible future thrust of CBTF activities in the region, based on the first round of responses to the attached questionnaire. The discussion resulted in some preliminary recommendations for future CBTF activities, which are provided below. Participants agreed that they would revisit the questionnaire and provide more elaborate replies in the next few days. Alternatively, they may wish to comment on this summary. In light of the responses received, the recommendations below would be revised by UNEP and UNCTAD, in close consultation with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. 

1.
Existing activities with a possible CBTF supplement

· SPC (South Pacific Commission), SPREP (South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme), PIF (Pacific Islands Forum) and WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature, South Pacific Office) have joint projects on:

-
International property protection for TK

-
Broader work on bio-diversity protection and IPRs

· Integrated assessment of trade policies.  The Forum Secretariat and SPREP have a formal intergovernmental mandate to undertake an assessment of the environmental and social effects of trade liberalization and globalization. 

-
SPREP is conducting two streams of work: (i) producing a newsletter on generic issues of integrated assessment; and (ii) obtaining feedback from countries on activities in specific areas;

-
Assessments could be focused on specific investment or trade projects at national level. 

· Project on capacity building on environmental economics (economic instruments) – conduct a series of national workshops, subject to availability of more resources 

2.
Possible new areas for CBTF activities

· Sustainable fisheries management 

-
bring out the specificity of the region;

-
different nature of subsidies and other mechanisms related to promoting sustainable export of fishery products; 

-
implications and impact of new WTO disciplines; 

-
possible outcomes of WTO negotiations; 

-
preservation of development space for local fleets; 

-
boundaries to regional certification of sustainable fishery products.

· Protection, access to and benefit-sharing of TK 

-
Weaving useful instruments on access and benefit-sharing into model law currently being developed at regional level; 

-
Assistance on translating model law into national regulations and securing feedback in this regard;

-
Exploring the option of creating an international plurilateral legal instrument for TK protection.

· Sustainable management of trade-related natural resources

-
Sustainable forest management (use of economic instruments for encouraging processing of logs; is processing viable, what does it contribute in environmental and development terms, etc. – analytical study);

-
Sustainable mining practices (gold, copper etc.)

· Technology transfer

-
Energy efficiency/renewable energy

· Private sector engagement for enhancing export of specific EPPs

-
SPREP already active in Samoa – possibly extend this approach to another country (proposal has already been submitted to CBTF, requires revision);

-
Address barriers to certification; enhance market access and secure sustainable price premiums;

-
Development of sustainability indicators for specific products, such as eco-tourism.

· Institutional capacity for better coping with TBT and SPS measures

-
Addressing concerns on conformity assessment;

-
Active participation in international standard setting; 

-
Exploring options for supplementing project of the Forum Secretariat on facilitation of market access starting in 2003;

-
Exploring options for supplementing activities of the Canadian-funded project on marine aquarium certification.

3. Foci and modalities of capacity-building

The responses of trade and environment ministries indicated that almost all required capacity building activities for research, policy development and trade promotion/facilitation, this last objective also being reflected in some environment ministry responses.   Training and technical assistance was identified as needs by many, as well as assistance on meeting standards and/or financial management by a few.  The results indicated that while some ministries had a relatively narrow mandate in this area – one or two tasks only, e.g. policy development - others had a much broader one.  Responses from the regional organisations who completed the questionnaire (PIF, and the Forum Fisheries Agency - FFA) indicated that both are engaged in policy development, training and technical assistance.  Additionally PIF undertakes research and trade promotion and will shortly begin work on standards related to trade facilitation, while FFA also develops fisheries management plans. 

An aggregation of the responses indicated the following priority objectives for ministries: strengthening national capacities to develop and implement trade, environment and development policies; enhancing integration of environmental considerations in trade and development policies; strengthening national research and analysis capacities; increasing international cooperation on standards; and improving stakeholder involvement in policy-making and standard setting. 

With regard to modalities for capacity-building, participants identified a need for more country-based efforts. There was also strong support for more involvement of regional, sub-regional and national organisations to enhance resource efficiency and availability of capacity-building activities, as well as participation in them. There was almost universal support for a long-term coordinated programme of capacity-building activities, which some believed should be backed by an international financial mechanism.  It was emphasized by a number of participants, however, that modalities, delivery and funding mechanisms must be designed to ensure that national capacity-building needs can be met.  
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