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Background

 AUTONUM 
In March 2001, the International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/WTO), in cooperation with the Export Promotion Institute (IPEX),
 organized, in Maputo, a seminar on Mozambique’s potential to develop production and exports of organic food products.
 This section draws on information contained in the report of the seminar.  

 AUTONUM 
There is currently no certified organic production in Mozambique. A large part of the small holder production may be close to being organic by default. A local organic organization, ABIODES (organic agriculture, biodiversity and sustainable development), founded in 1997, is promoting the development of local organic standards and is also suggesting the establishment of a national certification body, based on co-operation between the private sector and the public authorities. However, there is no clear Government policy towards organic agriculture.

 AUTONUM 
The ITC report argues that the focus of the initiatives to develop organic farming in Mozambique should be to improve the economic development in rural areas. In particular, such initiatives should support the small farmer sector in supplying, in an economically viable and sustainable manner, products of superior quality to the local, regional and international organic markets. This should encompass the following objectives:

· promoting sustainable agricultural production and improve food security,

· developing and enhancing small-scale agri-businesses whilst  protecting the environmental resource, to

· improving the quality of life in Mozambique’s rural communities.

 AUTONUM 
Structures and extension capacities are already in place that could be used to develop organic farming. Throughout Mozambique there are small farmers co-operative groups, organized for the commercial production of main-stream crops such as cotton, oil seed and nut crops, bananas, mangos, staple crops such as maize and some areas of tea and coffee. Recently such cooperatives have also paid attention to natural plant materials and niche market products such as specialty wild-harvested mushrooms, honey and bees wax, essential oils and dried herbs.

Potential

 AUTONUM 
The ITC report argues that Mozambique has a strong potential for organic agricultural production. The agro-climatic conditions are good, in particular, soils are generally fertile and incidences of pests and diseases are generally low. The large majority of small holders already apply production techniques that may be characterized as organic. 

 AUTONUM 
Products with good potential in a Mozambican context include spices (e.g. cinnamon, black pepper, ginger, turmeric), sugar, pulses (pea bean, soy), nuts (e.g. ground nuts and cashew), seeds (oil and raw; sesame, sunflower), herbs, fruits (fresh, dry and powdered), vegetables, grains (e.g. amaranth), tea (herbal and black) and cocoa, palm oil, wild harvest products (e.g. honey, wax, dried mushrooms, neem, pyrethrum, African marigold) and essential oils. 

 AUTONUM 
A large part of cashew production is organic by default and the potential for the successful establishment of organic cashew plantations is high. According to local sources the cashew trees grows without the application of fertilisers and treatment with pesticides 

 AUTONUM 
Mozambique also has a good potential for the production of organic bananas. There are two main areas of banana production, the areas around Chimoio in Manica District and some districts close to Maputo. The extensive nature of production has kept production relatively disease free and most production is still at a basic level with almost no fertilizers required. Yields are low and post harvest handling methods are rudimentary. However, the eating qualities are excellent and it is believed that with few very basic improvements in production techniques and post harvest practices, Mozambique has the potential to produce grade one bananas at low cost. In particular, Mozambique has good climatic conditions to grow the Dwarf Cavendish variety of banana on a commercial basis, a variety which is considered to be one of the most desirable varieties of eating bananas. This banana is grown by thousands of small-scale farmers in the Chimoio area. 

 AUTONUM 
Other fruits, which grow well in Mozambique, include avocados, papayas, pineapple, strawberry (in some areas) and passion fruit.

Constraints

 AUTONUM 
Several obstacles to the development of trade in organic products exist, including lack of adequate infrastructure, requirements from importers of large quantities, lack of detailed knowledge of market requirements and developments, lack of awareness about organic farming standards and practices, as well as lack of information about certification.

Possible strategies

 AUTONUM 
It is important to identify the range of crops feasible for organic production by groups of small grower groups, taking into account existing and potential market demand. This should take into account issues such as product specifications (quality, hygiene issues), value-adding potential at a rural level, shelf life, economies of scale, transport logistics, financial framework, central handling and organizational requirements. NGOs and bilateral and multilateral donors can play an important role. Projects could be established to promote organic production of suitable products.

 AUTONUM 
Regional co-operation, for example with the African Council of Organic Associations (ACOA),
 can also be useful with regard to, for example, information on market requirements, contacts with buyers and inspectors/certifiers, advice on production and processing techniques, and formulation of projects.

 AUTONUM 
With regard to certification, for Mozambique and other LDCs, assistance from donors, as well as cost-sharing with developed country partners, for example in the framework of FairTrade and development projects, may be the preferred option.
 In the short term, producers could seek to obtain certification from European certification bodies already active in the region, some of which use regional inspectors. Mozambique could also participate in a possible regional certification system. 

Co-operation and sector development

 AUTONUM 
Apparently, ABIODES is the only organic association involved with the development of the organic farming sector in Mozambique. ABIODES is trying to initiate a local debate on organic farming, as well as to formulate an action plan for the development of the export trade in organic products. A multi-stakeholder consultation mechanism could be established to explore the potential for organic production and trade and to identify policies to promote its development. 










� 	web site: http://www.ipexport.org, http://ipex.gov.mz


� 	As part of its series of Seminars on Export Development of Organic Food and Beverages in Africa (project INT/24/79). The report of the Seminar is contained in document ITC/DPMD/01/325 of  22 May 2001.


� 	ABIODES reportedly has three projects, focusing on sesame, cocoa and mango respectively.


� 	ACOA, based in Zambia, has a website for networking, information exchange and marketing.


� 	UNCTAD.
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