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Policy Dialogue on Promoting Production and Trading Opportunities for Organic Agricultural Products

ACP Secretariat, Av. Georges Henri, 451, 1200 Brussels

21-22 February 2002

Annotated agenda
Day One

09:00-09:30

Registration of Participants

09:30-10:00

Opening remarks

UNCTAD and UNEP representatives
DG Environment, EC representative
10:00-12:30

Item 1 : Overview of Organic Agricultural Markets and 



Opportunities for Developing Countries
· What are the benefits of organic agriculture for developing countries? 

· What are the main challenges facing developing countries?

· How can organic agriculture create “win-win-win” scenarios for trade, environment and development, in particular for developing countries? 

· What are the size and prospects of the market for organic products, in particular in developed countries? 

· What are the trading opportunities for developing countries?
Representative from DG Environment 

Mr. Rudy Kortbech-Olesen, International Trade Centre (ITC), UNCTAD/WTO 

Mr. Samuel Nyanzi, Rural Community in Development, RUCID, Uganda 

Discussion on item 1

14:30-16:00

Item 2: Production of Organic Agricultural Products
· What are the main production constraints developing countries face?

· What can be done to overcome these constraints?

· What supportive domestic policy frameworks can be put in place in developing countries? 

· What is the role of governments, organic agriculture associations, NGOs, donors, etc?

Mr. John Wanjau Njoroge, Kenya Institute of Organic Farming (KIOF) 
Mr. Daniel Vildoso, GTZ-AT, organic coffee project, Bolivia 
Discussion on item 2
16:00-18:00

Item 3: Trade in Organic Products  

 
(a) Market access 

· What is the impact of consumer groups and retailers on demand for organic food products, in particular in Europe?

· What are the opportunities that arise from the link to fair-trade markets?

Mr. Thakur, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce, India


(b) Government regulations and market access

· What are the EU policies and regulations concerning imports from third countries and how are they applied in practice, in particular Regulation 2092/91, Article 11.6? What are the regulations in other developed countries (e.g., US and Japan)?

· What are the experiences of developing countries with the general requirements and constraints for marketing organic agricultural products (country experiences)?
· What can be done to improve developing country market access for organic products? What are the opportunities for preferential market access?
· How can EU and developing countries co-operate?
Representatives from DG Agriculture and DG Development

(c)  Marketing issues 

· How is market information currently obtained?

· What are the information requirements?  What information currently being obtained and what is lacking?

· What is the international market structure and are there monopolistic tendencies in OA markets?

· How can it be enhanced?

· What are developing country experiences with finding markets for their OA products?

· What are the best marketing strategies?
· How can public-private partnerships and international partnerships to seize export opportunities in organic markets be promoted?

Mr. Ulrich Sabel-Koschella, German Association for Technical Co-operation (GTZ) 
Ms. Susie Burgess, Coordinator, Organic Producers and Processors Association of Zambia (OPAZ) 

Discussion on item 3
Day Two

9h30-11h00  

Item 4: Role of organic standards and certification, harmonization 
· How is certification of farms taking place in the developed and developing world? (e.g.., the development of a US National Organic Standard) 

· What are the main issues in the areas of standards, harmonization and certification from the perspective of developing countries? 
· How can certification costs in developing countries be reduced?
· What lessons can be learned from various approaches to smallholder and local certification in developing countries? 
· What is the current focus of work on International harmonisation and equivalence in organic agriculture, in particular what are the main results and actions emanating from the recent IFOAM Conference of Nürnberg, Germany (February 17-19 2002)?

· What are the key issues concerning harmonisation and equivalence in the context of Codex Alimentarius?

· What are country experiences on harmonization at national level and what can be learned with regard to harmonization of organic standards and inspection requirements at international level? 

Representative from DG Trade

Mr. Gunnar Rundgren, President, International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements, IFOAM
Mr. Jochen Neuendorff, Resource Protection Ltd., EU inspection body Germany/Austria 
Ms. Felicia Echeverria, Manager, National Programme on Organic Agriculture
Costa Rica 


Ms. Laura Montenegro, Organic Products Certifier, Argencert S.R.L


Mr Michel Reynaud, ECOCERT International, Germany
Mr. Xia Youfu, Professor and Chairman of China Research Center for Technical Barriers to Trade and SPS (CCTBT) 

Discussion on item 4
11h15 – 13h00

Item 5:  National Initiatives, CBTF

Cambodia

Chile

Haiti

Peru

Mr. Andrew McNaughton, advisor to the Ministry of Commerce and member of the Cambodian Forum for Organic Agriculture, Cambodia 

Mr. J.E. Jeanniton, Professor, University of Quisqueya, Haiti

Mr. Fernando EgoAguirre, Technical Secretary of Organic Products, National Export Commission (PROMPEX), Peru

Ms. Nicola Borregaard, Associate, CIPMA, Chile
Discussion on item 5
14h30-17h30


Item 6: Recommendations for further work 
· What can the UNEP-UNCTAD CBTF do to support organic initiatives in developing countries?
· What initiatives could be taken at the national, regional and international levels?
· How can developing countries improve market access to the EU and how can both, the EU and developing countries cooperate in this regard?
Representative from DG Development
UNCTAD and UNEP representatives
General discussion and closure
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