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The CBTF in Brief:

The overall purpose of the UNEP and UNCTAD Capacity Building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development (CBTF) is to strengthen the capacities of countries, particularly developing countries and countries with economies in transition, to effectively address trade-environment-development issues. 

Conceived to provide a dynamic mechanism able to respond to the diverse needs and requirements expressed by Governments for technical assistance, the CBTF employs a collaborative partnership-based approach to capacity building, comprising five integrated and complementary activities:

· Thematic Research on major issues in the trade-environment-development domain and on practical approaches to sustainably address them, bearing in mind the development priorities of countries;

· Country Projects based on practical learning-by-doing exercises involving teams of national stakeholders to enhance countries’ capacities to develop mutually supportive trade, environment and development policies;

· Training to enhance countries’ appreciation of the relationship and complementarities between trade, environment and development;

· Policy Dialogue to facilitate awareness raising, consultations and the exchange of perspectives among experts, practitioners and negotiators at the national, regional and international levels;

· Networking and Information Exchange to provide technical and operational support at the national and regional levels and to widely disseminate the results of CBTF activities. 

Due to the extra-budgetary nature of the CBTF, its activities are launched in phases according to the timing and availability of financial resources contributed by donors. In early 2001, with financial support from the Governments of the United Kingdom, Norway and Germany, UNEP and UNCTAD launched a first round of seven CBTF projects at the national level in Costa Rica, Cuba, Indonesia, Lebanon, Mexico, Venezuela and Vietnam, and at the regional level for least developed countries in Africa.

For more information on the CBTF, its activities, and how to join the CBTF effort as a beneficiary or a sponsor, please consult the CBTF website at www.unep-unctad.org/cbtf.
website: www.unep-unctad.org/cbtf
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