Trade and Environment issues in the Doha Work Programme

WTO members agreed at the Doha Ministerial Conference in November 2001 to formal negotiations or more focused discussions on a range of trade and environment issues, both procedural and substantive.  

Negotiations and discussions of a more procedural nature include:

· Negotiations on procedures for regular information exchange between MEA Secretariats and the relevant WTO committees (paragraph 31(ii))

· Negotiations on the criteria for granting observer status to MEA Secretariats (paragraph 31(ii))

· Recognition of the importance of technical assistance and capacity building in the field of trade and environment (paragraph 33)

· Encouragement that expertise and experience be shared with WTO Members wishing to perform environmental reviews and assessments at the national level (paragraph 33)

· Encouragement of efforts to promote cooperation between WTO and relevant international environmental and development organizations, especially in the lead-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (paragraph 6)

· Use of the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE)/Committee on Trade and Development (CTD) to identify and debate developmental and environmental aspects of the negotiations, to help achieve the objective of having sustainable development appropriately reflected (paragraph 51)

Negotiations and discussions of a more substantive nature include:

· Negotiations on the relationship between existing WTO rules and specific trade obligations set out in MEAs (paragraph 31(i))

· Negotiations on reduction or, as appropriate, elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers to environmental goods and services (paragraph 31(iii))

· Implications of the services negotiations on environment and sustainable development more generally (see, generally, paragraph 15)

· Examination in the TRIPS Council of the relationship between the TRIPS Agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversity, traditional knowledge and folklore, (paragraph 19), and potential future negotiations on relevant provisions of the TRIPS Agreement if recommended by CTE (paragraph 32)

· Negotiations on agriculture taking into account non-trade concerns as provided for in the Agreement on Agriculture (paragraph 13)

· Negotiations to clarify and improve WTO disciplines on fisheries subsidies (paragraph 28 and 31)

· Particular attention in the CTE to labeling requirements for environmental purposes (paragraph 32(iii)), and potential future negotiations if recommended by the CTE (paragraph 32)

· Particular attention in the CTE to the effect of environmental measures on market access, and potential future negotiations if recommended by the CTE (paragraph 32)

· Examination of the relationship between trade and transfer of technology in a Technology Working Group (paragraph 37)

· Issues of biosafety and the work of the SPS and Agriculture Committees (not explicitly mentioned in declaration, but see paragraph 32)

