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· The East African Organic Standard is written for the production in East Africa and ADAPTED to conditions in East Africa.

· The purpose is to have one unified organic standard, used directly for certification and accepted by all stakeholders. 

· The geographic scope is currently Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, but other countries in the region are invited to use the standards and to participate in future revisions of the standards

· The East African Organic Standards is a tool for development of organic production in East Africa and should both facilitate the need of flexibility for the producers and consumer trust

· The East African Organic Standard is intended for trade of organic products between the East African countries and within the East-African countries. The standards can be a platform for a common label for organic products in East Africa. 

·  The East African Organic Standard can also be used for export, especially to countries without own regulations, or as a basis for equivalence agreements. 

· The East African Organic Standard formulates standpoints which can be used in negotiations on international standards.

· The East African Organic Standard is based on input from public and private interest and it is necessary to have a continuous consultation with the stakeholders when writing and revising the East African Organic Standard. 

· The East African Standards covers plant production, animal husbandry, beekeeping, wild production and processing, and products there from, regardless of their final use. In future others areas will be incorporated.

· The East African Organic Standard is written in a way to make it easy to access and understand for the reader and user.  The standards should be translated into relevant languages (especially Swahili)  

In the process to establish the East African Organic Standard: 

· it is important to have a thorough process on the future ownership and responsibility of the standard. A final ownership as an East African Community standard is a strong option but also other possibilities will be looked into.

· identify standard areas which are not covered well by the present standards in East Africa and put extra efforts into getting well established standards in these areas
· while drafting an East African Organic Standard it is important to have international standards and regulations in mind but it will NOT be possible to be in line with all of them. 

